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Art Unit: 1731 

1 ) The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The primary reason for allowance is that the cited prior art does not disclose: a 
method for forming a silica-containing boule including the steps of providing a burner 
having six gas emitting regions, wherein the sixth region is surrounding the fifth region, 
and wherein oxygen is provided to said sixth region (claim 1 ); a method for forming a 
silica-containing boule including the step of collecting the soot particles produced by the 
burner wherein the width of the stream of soot particles is controlled to enhance the 
efficiency of the step (claim 10); a soot-producing burner having six gas emitting regions 
wherein the sixth region is surrounding the fifth region, and wherein the sixth region is 
coupled to a source of oxygen (claim 18); an apparatus for producing silica-containing 
soot including a burner having a baffle between a source-to-burner conduit and gas- 
carrying conduits (claim 22). 
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Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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